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Unexpected blessings
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Staff Reporter

Angie Shaull wishes that everyone could have a baby with Down Syndrome.

She knows how that sounds, but said, “It’s because I know how good he is.”

Angie is talking about her 7-year-old son, Franklin.

Franklin is featured on the front of the brochure this year for the 4th annual Buddy Walk in Tulsa.

The Buddy Walk is held in honor of Down Syndrome Awareness Month, October.

It runs from 2 to 5 p.m., Sunday, Oct. 22, at Whiteside Park.

Angie said she knows that her family cannot be the only family with a Down Syndrome child in Mayes County. 

She encourages families with a Down Syndrome child to attend the Buddy Walk and even people who don’t have anyone in their family affected by Down Syndrome.

The Buddy Walk was developed to promote awareness and inclusion of people with Down Syndrome.

Angie said one of the purposes is to show how Down Syndrome children are the same as everyday, normal children.

The one-mile walk allows people with Down Syndrome to invite “buddies” to walk with them and raise money for Down Syndrome awareness.

Mascots from Tulsa 66er’s, Tulsa Talons, Tulsa Oilers and Tulsa Drillers will also be at the walk.

Angie said meeting other people affected by Down Syndrome and attending the support group has helped her immensely and she would like people in this area to get that help, too.

Another way Angie met other people affected by Down Syndrome was attending a support group in Tulsa.

The support group meets at 7 p.m. the third Thursday of each month at the New Haven United Methodist Church in Tulsa.

“I couldn’t have made it without them,” said Angie.

She said the value of having someone who has gone through what she and Franklin go through is just immeasurable.

She said raising Franklin is just a joy, but that is not how she felt when this all began.

Angie found out she would have a child with Down Syndrome when she was three months pregnant.

“Every mother has dreams of what their kid will be like,” recalled Angie. “My baby died that day...the one I thought I was having.”

She said all those dreams and plans she had for her child disappeared and she was scared because she didn’t know anything about Down Syndrome.

She began attending the support group and being around other children and people with Down Syndrome.

“By the time he arrived, I would have been disappointed if he didn’t have Down Syndrome,” she said.

Angie thinks Franklin is so easy to take care of and she said she would be afraid to have another child because they might be “normal”.

“He’s so loving and so easy to take care of...he’s friends with everyone,” said Angie, laughing that getting out of Wal-Mart is difficult because Franklin loves to give people hugs.

“I’d take another one in a heart beat,” said Angie about having another Down Syndrome child.

That doesn’t mean Angie and her husband, Alan, do not have challenges.

Franklin has had two open heart surgeries and another heart procedure to close a hole in his heart. He had to be on a feeding tube for the first two years of his life and he gets pneumonia almost every year.

“He does have medical challenges, but he’s well worth it,” she said.

Franklin has some challenges with speech, but he communicates quickly using sign language.

He loves music and playing his harmonica and loves for Angie to rub the palm of his hand.

She explained he was hooked up to so many tubes and monitors in the hospital after birth that she would sit for 12 hours a day and rub the palm of his hand.

Angie thinks it must be comforting to him since he still loves it.

She wants anyone interesting in learning about Down Syndrome to attend the Buddy Walk and would love to have someone to talk with locally since everyone she knows in the support group is from Tulsa.

She hopes the Buddy Walk and support group could help another family the way it has helped her.





