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When our son, Clark Durland, graduated from high school several years ago, he planned on attending college like his peers. Clark has Down syndrome and his intellectual disabilities do not allow him to meet the admission criteria of standard university acceptance. He doesn't see his limitations; our desire is that he achieves all that is possible. 

Evie Lindberg, assistant professor of special education at Oral Roberts University, heard his dream. Recognizing abilities, Lindberg shares the belief that all individuals should be life-long learners. Her dedication and support has allowed those dreams to become a reality. 

As part of Friends Academy, Clark participates in "The Eagles" program, currently being developed through ORU's College of Education. Clark attends a class with ORU students majoring in education. The ORU classmates facilitate the instruction, obtaining hands-on experience, while teaching and working directly with these special students. ORU has made this possible at no expense, donating its services to such great young adults. 

Clark loves his afternoon at the university, from eating on campus, to shopping the bookstore, to just hanging out. This college experience has truly enriched our son's life and it has been a blessing to our family. We deeply appreciate Lindberg for her perseverance. Our gratitude goes to ORU for allowing dreams to come true! 
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