Two local children to be featured in Times Square
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Photographs of two local children were recently selected by the National Down Syndrome Society to be shown on the video screen in Times Square Saturday, Sept. 26 as part of the kick off to National Down Syndrome Awareness Month and the 2009 Buddy Walk.

Adam and Joanna Ricketts’ son Jackson, 1, and Denis and Arlynda Lane’s son Ethan, 5, will join 224 other children, teens and adults with Down syndrome in a video production designed to raise awareness of the genetic condition.
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Their photos were selected from more than 2,500 entries.

“We realized this was nationwide,” Joanna said, “so we were shocked, and thrilled, that Jackson is part of the video this year. It is something we will cherish forever.”

Although both families were invited to attend the New York event, neither plans on making the trip this year.

“If we could be there, we definitely would,” Joanna said. “Unfortunately, we are not in a position to go this year, but we will still have an opportunity to see the video online.”

Arlynda said her brother-in-law, who lives in Boston, is planning to attend the event and she said he’d “better” bring his camcorder.

But both families said they plan to support the NDSS in the 7th annual Tulsa Buddy Walk, Sunday, Oct. 18 from 2 to 4 p.m. at the Union High School Track, 66th and Mingo.

The event, sponsored by the Down Syndrome Association of Tulsa, is a one-mile walk to raise awareness of Down syndrome.

“It’s just a huge support for us to be around other families that have children that have the same issues as Ethan,” Arlynda said. “Just to be involved and raise awareness, I think that’s awesome. There are so many people out there that don’t realize what children with Down syndrome can do. They grow up, some get married... they get jobs. I don’t think people realize all that because I didn’t realize it until I had Ethan.”

More than 2,500 people are expected to attend the 2009 Tulsa Buddy Walk.

For more information or to register, visit www.dsat.org or contact Alana Kennon at (918) 605-9931
