Editorials in Tulsa World

Beautiful children 

By Staff Reports 
4/9/2006 

Recent articles and letters in the Tulsa World gave me reason to reflect on the three or four times I have been privileged to meet children with Down Syndrome. What beautiful children! 

The simplicity of their spontaneous and total love, trust and charity is truly awe-filling and faith-inspiring. Pondering over these Down Syndrome traits causes me to wonder: Do they really have an extra chromosome -- or are the rest of us just short one? 

Roger Mentink, Tulsa 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Story erred 

By Staff Reports 
3/25/2006 

I was pleased to see "Faulty heart doesn't stop her at all" (March 10), featuring a child with Down Syndrome, but was taken aback by several of the comments in the article. The focus of this article should have been the unconditional love of two siblings, not repeatedly reminding the reader that one of the sisters is different. 

I was particularly stunned to read "of course, the Down Syndrome keeps her from fully understanding what is happening" (in the basketball game). This is a generalization made by someone who has obviously never spent time with an individual with Down Syndrome. She was at a basketball game and her sister was playing ball. She was cheering her on and she was there to support her sister. 

Like any child with Down Syndrome, this little girl is a child. Down Syndrome does not make him or her any less of a human being. Children, with or without disabilities, are precious individuals who remind us that life is something to cherish. They remind us of the simpler things and teach us not to take anything for granted. 

The story did not focus on a child and her heart condition, but focused on a child's extra chromosome. I have been blessed with a child who has Down Syndrome and 
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I wish everyone could take a moment and remember we are all people and should all be given a chance. 

Alana Kennon, Tulsa 



