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Artist draws inspiration from child 
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Award-winning artist Richard Hight (left) will give a chalk demonstration, and his daughter, Averie Monet Hight, 5, will be one of the students at Chalk It Up!
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Although award-winning artist Richard Hight is the featured act at the upcoming Chalk It Up! sidewalk washable chalk event, his inspiration still lies in his 5-year-old daughter. 

Averie Monet Hight, who has Down syndrome, a congenital disorder marked by moderate to severe mental retardation, is always his main focus. Like last year, she will be on hand at Chalk It Up!, which runs from 9 to 11 a.m. Thursday at Whiteside Park. 

Richard Hight, who will give a chalk demonstration at the second annual event, said he learns more from his daughter every day, especially concerning her artwork. 

"She's very creative, bold. Whatever the obstacle, she just goes for it," he said. "As a parent, I just want her to use her imagination and to explore and develop her creativity." 

He said children with Down syndrome often deal with delays in speech and mental development, along with hand and eye coordination problems. 

"Art helps her with all those things ... and builds her self-esteem," Hight said. 

Although his daughter faces challenges, Hight said art is a good way for her to communicate and feel good about herself. 

He said others could learn a lot from her. He 
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has. 

"I'm impressed with her perseverance, the way she communicates and cares for people," Hight said. "Anytime we can find a way to express ourselves and communicate, it makes life better for everyone. The more we keep those channels open, the better. 

"I might say (to Averie), 'Let's draw a cat and a sky,' and she'll just go to town with it," he said. "We may end up with a green cat and a purple sky -- something that seems unusual -- but since she stepped out of the box and went for it, it is beautiful. She makes art communicate." 

In addition to Hight, seven-time world champion jump-roper Peter Nestler will perform at the event. He will include the crowd in a display that includes rope skipping and a routine in which he jumps rope on a unicycle. 

"It's going to be a real fun day," Nestler said last week during a telephone interview from Juneau, Alaska. 

A radio announcer asked Nestler, a Tulsa resident of three years, to attend the chalk event after one of his performances earlier this year at a Youth Services of Tulsa event. 

His goal, like Hight's, is to encourage others that they can be different but still challenge themselves. 

"I want to motivate them to utilize their own skills and talents, so that they'll see that even if they do something a little different, that they can still use those skills and talents," Nestler said. 

Nestler, 25, began jump roping at age 7 with a jump roping team in Alaska. 

He said he was afraid to take chances back then. 

"I was about the shyest person you could ever meet," Nestler said. 

The early jump roping experience "helped me to work with a number of different people, to develop competition skills, and it opened up a whole world of opportunities for me," he said. 

"Now it's what I get to do for a living," he said. 

The event also will be judged by "6 in the Morning" anchor Casey Norton of KOTV, channel 6, and former KJRH, channel 2, news anchor Karen Keith, who works in the mayor's office. 

The event is free to the public. Each school-age child will receive washable chalk and brushes to illustrate the works on one-eighth of a parking space, an area approximately 2 feet by 3 feet. 

Registration will take place on the day of the event. 

Bob Hendrick, special events coordinator with Tulsa Parks, said individuals, businesses and organizations can sponsor parking lot spaces at the event. 

He said the event will be entertaining and healthy. 

"It's free, open to the public. People will be able to create and be creative as well as be entertained by Richard and Peter," Hendrick said. 



