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THE BUDDY WALK AT A GLANCE

What: The Buddy Walk is a multi-city advocacy walk in which people with Down syndrome invite “buddies” to walk with them. Buddies can be anyone from friends to teachers or coworkers to politicians. The Buddy Walk will include entertainment, prize giveaways, food and fun activities for the whole family.

Why: The goal of the Buddy Walk is to celebrate October as National Down Syndrome Awareness month, and promote acceptance and inclusion of people with Down syndrome. In 2010, the DSAT Buddy Walk raised $30,000 to support local individuals and their families. Nationally it raised more than $10.5 million to support the national policy center.

How: Funds are raised through corporate sponsorships, walk registrations and donations. 

When: The 9th Annual Down Syndrome Association of Tulsa (DSAT) Buddy Walk will be held Sunday, October 16, 2011, from 1:30 – 4:00 pm. More than 280 Buddy Walks occur in the United States and around the world each fall.

Where: Union Public Schools – Central Park which is located directly behind the Union 6/7 Grade Center at 62nd and Mingo Road in Tulsa.

Sponsorship:  If you are interested in becoming a Buddy Walk Sponsor or know anyone that might be interested in sponsoring, please let us know. You can download sponsorship information forms from the DSAT website (www.dsat.org).  If you have any questions, or would prefer a packet be mailed directly to yourself or to a company, please contact Alana Kennon at (918) 605-9931 or email tulsabuddywalk@gmail.com.
Audience: More than 4,000 people will participate in the Tulsa Buddy Walk, including children, young adults and adults with Down syndrome, family members, friends, politicians, health care professionals, business leaders, and other community members. Nationally, more than 225,000 people will participate in more than 280 walks across the country.
Pledges and Donations:  All individuals are encouraged to register and obtain pledges. However, it is not required to attend the Buddy Walk. Visit www.dsat.org for more information. 
Information: For additional information contact Erin Paul at buddywalk@dsat.org or (918) 724-8574 or visit the National Down Syndrome Society Buddy Walk website at www.buddywalk.org. 
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