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Practice is special for Oilers, kids







By GLENN HIBDON World Sports Writer 
12/30/2005 

In a quiet corner there was hulking Paxton Schulte, bruise under his left eye, showing a kid the proper way to strike the puck with a hockey stick. 

Another child gave Klage Kaebel a high five. 

A third put on Chris King's goalie helmet, his eyes lighting up and a smile beaming through the cage. The massive pads dwarfed his body, but not his enjoyment. 

"Hi Santa," another youngster said to a man with a white beard. 

"He thinks anyone with a white beard is Santa Claus," explained his mother. 

The Tulsa Oilers had a special practice session on Thursday when children from the Down Syndrome Association of Tulsa watched them go through practice, then received on-ice attention and a locker room tour with autographs afterward. 

"That was awesome," said Oilers defenseman Todd Paul, whose team plays Memphis at 7:30 p.m. Friday at Convention Center Arena. "Anytime there is anything to do with kids, we like to help. We see we're special to them and we try to make their day. We try to make them feel really good and they all seemed pretty happy." 

The children made signs to put up along the glass, one saying "Let's Go Oilers. 

You Rock!" Parents of the youngsters and Beth Soderfelt, treasurer of DSAT, seemed to agree. 

"We had contacted the Oilers about having a game night with ticket sales benefiting our association," said Soderfelt. "Amy Evans, the director of group ticket sales, asked us if we would like to have the kids come out to practice and meet the team. We planned it over Christmas break and when there weren't a lot of screaming fans. We wanted the kids to get excited about the game on Feb. 4." 

Tulsa faces Oklahoma City on that date and with every $10 ticket purchased by the Internet or by phone, $4 will be donated to DSAT. Tickets will also be sold at the game for a chance to win an autographed Oilers jersey. The DSAT, a volunteer group supported by donations, works with people of all ages who have Down Syndrome, providing a place to socialize and support for parents. 

"Some of our kids have been to hockey games, but the vast majority have not," Soderfelt said. "One thing our association does is show that individuals with Down Syndrome are people first who like to do things that people without Down Syndrome like to do. 

"Our kids like to play sports and go to sporting events. This way the kids, especially teenagers and young adults, can get together and go to a hockey game. The idea is that they can be on their own and as independent as their abilities allow them to be." 

And Oilers coach Butch Kaebel said working with the children offered a much-needed change of pace for his players. Clearly, the day was enjoyable for everyone. 

"We were just having fun," Kaebel said. "Sometimes you can have your eye on yourself too much. It's good to get it off of yourself and help other people. I just think it's great to be involved and now the kids know who we are." 





Glenn Hibdon 581-8396 
glenn.hibdon@tulsaworld.com 





Six-year-old Benjamin Ahumada gets some one-on-one hockey pointers from Tulsa Oilers’ Paxton Schulte after a practice session on Thursday. Ahumada was one of several children from the Down Syndrome Association of Tulsa who received on-ice attention.
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